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Gansu plays an important role in the whole country’s strategic planning of higher 
education, especially in the process of constructing a powerful nation of higher 
education in China, the higher education of each province must be improved at 
all-round. Gansu is a multi-ethnic province in western China, its development of 
higher education is significant to social progress. Therefore, studying the 
modernization of higher education in Gansu is of much value for the development of 
Gansu province as well as for the reform and development of higher education in west 
of China. On the perspective of development of regional higher education, this paper 
attempts to clarify the emergence and changes of modern higher education in Gansu 
in Late Qing Dynasty, analyze the reasons, approaches, characteristics and influential 
facts on such transitions, illustrate the changes of Lanzhou University and School of 
Law and Politics in Gansu as special cases and finally give an objective evaluation on 
the modernization of higher education in Gansu in the achievements, characteristics 
and reflections. 
This thesis consists of six parts: introduction and text. Chapter One provides 
some background knowledge of the study for briefly analyzing the basic of 
modernization of higher education in Gansu. Chapter Two discusses inner and outer 
reasons of the modernization of higher education in Gansu on the perspectives of 
XiXueDongJian，the declining of traditional higher education, the rising of overseas 
education, and Xin Zheng in Late Qing Dynasty. The third chapter clarifies the 
historical inevitability of modern higher education replace traditional higher education 
after reviewing the approaches of the modernization of higher education in Gansu. 
Chapter Four and Five make a further study by using the examples of Lanzhou 
University and School of Law and Politics in Gansu. The last Chapter is a deep 
theoretical summary of the whole paper. After summarizing the achievement of the 
modernization of higher education in Gansu, the thesis illustrates the relevant 
influence facts and the characteristics of the modernization of higher education in 














The following conclusions are got from the historical and theoretical study: 
Firstly, as an important part of the modernization of Gansu, the modernization of 
higher education in Gansu has important impact on the modernization while is 
affected by the political, economic, cultural factors.  
Secondly, at the elementary stage, the modern higher education in Gansu area 
has evident shortages for its laggard basis of traditional higher education; being far 
away from the centre of political, economy and culture and other reasons. The 
concrete features are that: the institutions of modern higher education are of small 
quantity, single type and poor quality of the participants; the qualified teachers are of 
much lack for modern higher education; the modernization of the higher education is 
evident laggard and passive at the elementary stage; the scale and the influence of 
modern higher education are very limited; the process of the modernization of higher 
education is slowly together with the lack of power and thoroughness. 
Thirdly, the modernization of higher education in Gansu showed that the present 
imbalanced development of regional higher education not only caused by historical 
reasons, but also because of its natural conditions and realistic reasons. As an 
important province in west of China, Gansu is laggard in higher education will 
absolutely have negative influence in cultivating professionals and developing society, 
economy and culture. This also indicates that the undergoing western development is 
not only of vital strategic significance, but also an urgent task. 
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